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ISO 'Years and Counting - St. Vincent Charity MecficaC Center
For the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine, St. Vincent Charity Medical
Center is intertwined with the fabric of our Congregation's mission and
ministry. One hundred and fifty years of outstanding quality care marked
with compassion and service is how this sacred place has served this
community. Our Congregation was founded by the first Bishop of the
Diocese of Cleveland. In 1851, Bishop Rappe, longing to begin Catholic
health care in the new Diocese, traveled to France and brought four
Augustinian sisters from St. Louis Hospital in Boulogne-sur-Mer. The
sisters began providing health care to people in their homes. Later,
Mother Ursula Bissonette, Bishop Rappe and Dr. Gustave Weber
rekindled the vision and began the planning for a new hospital, St.
Vincent Charity, which opened in 1865.
Since then, many clinical innovations, medical education and mission
driven care has been provided by the staff who were and are the heart
and hands of the hospital. The board and physicians continue their
dedication to the patients along with all on the health care team. Many
Bisters of Charity of St. Augustine were blessed to be in service at St.
Vincent through their years of ministry. I am one of them, entering
from the hospital in 1964. Our sisters pray for the intentions of St.
Vipcent Charity Medical Center and the patients daily. We continue to
be involved in direct service, governance, and as volunteers. Serving
the needs of the Central neighborhood community surrounding the
Medical Center is a strategic priority of the Sisters of Charity Foundation
of Cleveland.
Over many decades, numerous people in the civic community have
told me stories about healing of their families and friends at St. Vincent
Charity. We, as Sisters of Charity, are so proud. Thank you for living our
motto, "In All Things Charity." Because of our love of God, we are able to
give Love (charity) to all we serve in this holy place. Let us now begin the
next 150 years.
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"I met Sr. Bertha Cross at St. Vincent Charity Hospital (SVCH) before I entered the
community. She was a very compassionate person and to this day she holds a very
special place in my heart." Thus, began the conversation with Sr. Rosella about her
memories of sisters and memorable moments at St. Vincent Charity Hospital.
At age fourteen while still in high school, Rosella began working at SVCH in the
dietary department for Ward E. She stayed for six years, until September 6,1950,
two days before she left home to enter the novitiate of the Sisters of Charity of
St. Augustine (CSA).
The novitiate was located in Lakewood, Ohio. She entered with fourteen women,
twelve of whom were professed in March of 1953. It was during those years,
that Sr. Rosella experienced great support from Rev. Floyd L Begin who was the
Auxiliary Bishop and Vicar for Religious of the diocese.

(l-r) Sr. Rosella, Sr. Joan Gallagher, CSA

Sr. Rosella began ministry at Mercy Hospital in Canton, Ohio after she earned her
nursing diploma. Three of the women from her group also went into nursing at
Mercy. Twelve years later, Sister attended Cleveland State University where she
was awarded her Bachelor's in Psychology.

After getting her Master of Science in Psychiatric Nursing from Catholic University in 1975, Sr. Rosella practiced at St. John
Hospital for one year as a staff nurse. She then went to SVCH as a psychiatric nurse clinical specialist where she spent her
time not just with the patients, but also the staff and nursing students. She was a resource person for the entire nursing
staff. "A psychiatric nurse's ultimate goal," Sr. Rosella commented, "is to help the patient feel better about himself." After
four years at SVCH, Rosella went to Mount Augustine to be the nurse in charge of the CSA motherhouse infirmary where
she served for four years.
Because of a freeze in hospital hiring, Sr. Rosella was unable to return to SCVH. Instead she went to the East Side Catholic
shelter in 1985 where she worked with homeless women and children. During this time she attended classes and became
a certified pastoral minister. With this new certification, Sr. Rosella went on to minister part-time at St. Cecilia Parish on
Cleveland's east side where she taught Bible school and visited the sick. At the same time, she traveled to Mount Augustine
where she volunteered in the finance office and became an assistant to the Local Leader.
Sister Rosella moved to Mt. Augustine in 1996 where she continued to assist the
Local Leader with the care of the sisters living at the Mount. In time, sister became a
member of the Local Leader team and today works with three other sisters to assist
the CSA sisters who reside at Mount Augustine.
One of Sr. Rosella's fondest memories was attending the National Black Sisters
Conferences which began in 1968 right after the assassination of Martin Luther King,
Jr. She went each year from 1968 until 2011. The conference played a very important
part in Sr. Rosella's life. For her it "reinforced the decision that I was where I was
supposed to be."

n July Sister Justine Sendelbach and Sister Xavier Gorman celebrated their
75th Jubilee with the Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine (CSA). Their small
celebration was complete with the Liturgy followed by a luncheon attended
by family members, friends and their CSA sisters.
Sr. Justine entered from Immaculate Conception Parish in Akron, Ohio in
1939. She spent the majority of her ministry at CSA hospitals as a pharmacist.
She served at Providence Hospital in Columbia SC, St. Thomas Hospital in
Akron Ohio, and retired from St. Vincent Charity Hospital (now Medical
Center) in 1993 to Mt. Augustine. She continues to be active in retirement as
a gardener. Many of the flowers and
l» shrubs surrounding the building were
grown in the greenhouse under her
care.
Sr. Xavier spent her time in ministry

Sr Xavier with her guests

"taking care of Others," at the various

Rev. Lawrence Bayer and

CSA entities. She was a cottage
Rev. Stephen Spisak.
supervisor at Parmadale, a supervisor at DePaul Infant home and
supervisor at St. Ann Hospital. She was a member of the Pastoral
Care Department at St. Vincent Charity Medical Center, retiring
from there in 1995. She brought her caring skills to Mt. Augustine
where she has a full schedule each day. She visits residents, delivers
mail and volunteers as receptionist, answering the phone and
greeting guests of Regina Health Center.
Sr. Justine with Michael and Irene Tramonte.
Irene is her niece.

September 14 Sister Judith Ann Karam and Sister Cheryl
Keehner celebrated their 50th Jubilee with an afternoon Liturgy
and reception. The event was well attended by not only Sisters,
Associates, family, and friends but by the numerous co-ministers.
Sr. Judith Ann entered from St. Maron Church in Cleveland, Ohio.
She is currently serving as Congregational Leader. Prior to that
Sister was President and CEO
of the Sisters of Charity Health Sr. Judith Ann, Rev. John Keehner and Sr. Cheryl Keehner
System. In that position she
oversaw the sponsored ministries of the CSA Health System, including five
hospitals, three foundations, services to the elderly, and community outreach
ministries. She served previously as Major Superior and clinical pharmacist.
Sr. Cheryl Keehner entered from St. Sebastian Parish in Akron, Ohio. Much
of her early ministry was spent teaching. She was on the faculty of St.
Augustine Academy and Hoban High School, taught at Erieview Catholic
and at Beaumont School For Girls. She has served in CSA leadership, several
parishes as a youth minister and is currently active as a facilitator in the
Leadership for a New Day Program.
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I first served at St. Vincent Charity Hospital (SVCH) and Health
System as an Electrocardiogram technician. Working with
patients, their families and staff I became aware of their need for
psychological, emotional and spiritual
support. With the availability of a Clinical
Pastoral Education training program for
Chaplaincy at St. Vincent Hospital, Toledo,
I became a certified chaplain. 1 served at
SVCH and another of our CSA facilities as
chaplain/director of pastoral care. I later
received my BA degree in Psychology
which complements my chaplain ministry.
I returned as a Staff Chaplain serving
mainly open heart, cancer, ICU, and
emergency room patients, families and
staff.
In 1994 a need was raised in the Clinical Pastoral
Department at St. Vincent Charity Medical Center (SVCMC) for
an Administrative Assistant to support the CPE Supervisor. As a
former chaplain I had both understanding and the gifts to serve in
the department and support the student chaplains. Around this
same time I was asked to assist the Vice Presidents of Ministry
and Mission at our various facilities. At the request of the Medical
Director of the Oncology Outpatient Clinic who strongly believes in
serving the whole patient, the Director of Pastoral Care at SVCMC
recruited my service as chaplain to those clients, their families and
the staff.
I find this to be a rewarding ministry of service to this unique group
of people. Through their illness they have grown in strength in
their faith and freely share their spirituality and great love of the
Lord with each other.
In addition, I have joined in various aspects of ministry through the
Community Out Reach Department, especially at Marion Sterling
grade school located at 30th and Community College.
I was also fortunate to serve as the liaison for the SVCMC Women's
Guild and on the board for Professional Health Catholic Ministry
which provided education programs for healthcare professionals.
I also serve on the Diabetic Board and I am the recorder for Ethics
Committee meetings and assist in creating the Ethics Newsletter.
Given my position, I'm called to interact with a number of staff
members, clients and family members. This has enriched my life
and spirituality. SVCMC is a diverse community that reaches out
to various cultures and people of many faiths and beliefs. I have
always believed that God has a hand in the
I ministry he calls one to, and I believe he
has sent the right caregivers to SVCMC over
the past 150th years.
May God continue to bless all His people
J who enter the doors at SVCMC - caregiver,
fl^r
^^| client, family member or friend.

/ pray St. Vincent Ch
Medical Center will a
| be present and finan
supported to meet
needs of the people
I surrounding area.
the personnel con
to be people of deep
and faith, be healers
the heart, mind, body
i spirit for all they are C
to serve.
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My wish is that it will
continue and strengthen
in its mission to the sick
and poor.
Sr. M«<y Vorofhy Tecco/

My relationship with SVCMC
, dates back to 1978 and my first
I appointment to the board of
[trustees.
[Names of great men and women
[come to mind.
Persons who
[provided wisdom and guidance in
decisions that deeply impacted the
(
[hospital. The spirit and the mission
[demonstrated by the employees and
physicians inspired the board to
devote hours discussing and planning for the hospital. Our
present board continues this long tradition as a dedicated
group of people. God bless each and every member of the
Board of Directors, past and present.
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My first experience of Sr. Vincent Charity Hospital (SVCH) was when I was 12 years old
and had my tonsils out. Dr. Paul Mielcarek was my doctor. I am
not sure if he did the surgery but I recovered well - that was a
good thing!
My next experience of SVCH was as a junior professed sister.
It was in the early 60's. When our sisters came home to Mt.
Augustine for retreat we junior professed sisters moved out of
the motherhouse and downtown to SCVH. We stayed there and
went to summer school. Our time with the sisters at the hospital
was wonderful. We had a new community living experience; we
learned about and saw the hospital from top to bottom - from the j
emergency room and morgue to the rooftop on July 4th to watch
fireworks.
= My wish is that it will =
My present experience at St. Vincent Charity Medical Center (SVCMC) is an honor and a
| continue and strengthen |
privilege.
As VP for Mission and Ministry, I try to live our mission of "In all Things Charity"
| in its mission to the sick |
everyday as I interact with senior staff, doctors, caregivers, patients and the many
| and poor.
families who are here visiting their loved ones. The beauty of the position is that I see
Sr". Mcuy O'Qrady |
the mission being lived each and every day by so many of our caregivers. We have great
^miiiiiimiMiiiiiiiiiiiiMiniiiiimiiiiiiHiiir
partners with them. They will continue to bring the healing ministry of Jesus to others.
My wish and prayer for the ministry at SVCMC is that it continues to be a beacon of hope
for the poor in the surrounding neighborhood and an anchor in the city for all who come to
the medical center for compassionate care, surgery or to prepare to enter into eternity.
iiiiiMHMiiiiimmmiimiimiimiiiiimimb
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My wish is that SVCMC keeps up with
the times in helping the sick and
enhancing the mission of the Sisters
of Charity Health System as a part of
the CSA community.
Sr".

My wish is that they continue
the good and blessed care of the
first 150 years.

5r.

[\g at the information desk in the clinic I
saw very clearly how our ministry helped the
poor who lived in the area. I was so pleased
to be able to assist each person who came
in to visit a family member or friend. I met so
many lovely people who have enriched my life
and many I have continued to be in contact
with.
I especially appreciated the security
personnel who helped me in the evenings.
I would like to see even more Outreach
Programs at the hospital serving the needs of
the neighborhood.

Sr. Xavier Gar maw

St. Vincent Charity Medical Center
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In June 2014, Sr. Judith Ann Karam was elected Vice
Chair/Chair-Elect by the Membership of the Catholic
Health Association. She will be installed as Chair in June
2015, in Washington, DC. &
The environmental concerns of Popes Paul and Benedict
will find an additional voice in Pope Francis as he
publishes his encyclical on climate change timed to
precede the United Nation's drafting of Sustainable
Development Goals in September 2015. There is
also a gathering on climate change in Paris scheduled
for December. In tandem with his moral imperative
of concern with the poor who bear the brunt of the
consequences of climate change, Sr. Evelyn Flowers
with the help of Mrs. Karen Thomas, Activities Dept. at
Regina Health Center, are spearheading an educational,
consciousness raising process among the employees
regarding this issue. &
Sr. Marian Durkin was elected as Chairperson for
Region VI of the Leadership Conference for Women
Religious (LCWR) in spring of 2014. As chair of Region
VI she is also a national board member. &
Sr. Sharon Anne Yanak and Sr. Cheryl Keehner continue
to participate in the Collaborative to End Human
Trafficking, an Inter-Congregational effort in northeast
Ohio. &

St. Vincent Charity Medical Center has been a participant
the Homeless Stand Down for a number of years.
Sr. Miriam Erb, Vice President of Mission and Ministry
attended this year on January 24, 2015. The Podiatry
Department Director and resident physicians offered a
service that no one else has offered - caring for feet. The
homeless who attended had the opportunity to have
their feet washed, messaged and checked. They were
then each given individual suggestions for care. The men
and women were very appreciative of this service gift
they received.*'
On January 17, 2015, Sr. Judith Ann Karam, CSA
received the Edwin Riemenschneider Award for
Excellence in Health Care Leadership from the Health
Care MBA Program at Baldwin Wallace University,
Division of Business Administration. She also gave the
commencement address. &
First opening its doors to elementary students in 2005,
Lakewood Catholic Academy celebrated its 10th
anniversary with a gala affair held at the school April
18, 2015. In addition to the gourmet dinner were live
and silent auctions. In conjunction with the event was
the awarding of the Insignis Award to Mrs. Maureen
Arbeznik, Principal. The event was attended by several
sisters including Sr. Theresa Bontempo and Sr. Kathy
Andrews. *

Sr. Catherine Walsh at the Catholic Worker
House has partnered with Let's Grow Akron,
a neighborhood children's garden program.
The picture to the left is two of the 21
children who enjoyed the process of planting,
growing, eating and marketing their produce
in 2014. With the first sunny days of spring
2015, they have already started planning
their gardens. Let's Grow Akron creates and
supports gardens and beautification sites in
neighborhoods with limited access to fresh
food and green space. They are a part of
the Ohio State University Extension College
of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental
Sciences.
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The Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine welcomed seven
new Associate Members on Sunday, March 29, 2015 in
Columbia, SC.

I to R)Amy Ditolla, Mike Mancari, Peter LaHatte, Connie Mancari,
Tony Scribellito, Marie Brown, Jocelyn Clarkson

Marie Brown, a native of the Philippines, immigrated to the
United States with her sister in 1984. She studied nursing
in Columbia, SC and has a BS in Medical Technology. Marie
is a nurse with the Department of Mental Health at Morris
Village Residence in Columbia, SC.

Mike Mancari, Connie's husband, is a US Army Veteran
who, after completing college, worked as an industrial
and sales engineer and branch sales manager. Mike is
active in the Knights of Columbus and is a Eucharistic
Minister, usher and altar server in his parish.
Tony Scribellito served in the US Navy from 1970-1991.
During those years he and Trudy, his recently deceased
wife, were involved with parish activities and youth
sports. Retired, Tony continues to be involved with Naval
Junior ROTC and Knights of Columbus outreach. He is a
parish Eucharist Minister, usher and adult server. Tony
has an adult son and daughter. &

CSA Associate Clare Sikora married Joshua Dayton
on April 9, 2015. Sister Marian Durkin and Associates
Margaret Ann Jablonski and Bonnie Bowers were
among those in attendance.

Jocelyn Clarkson, a medical technologist and graduate of
Columbia College with a degree in biology, was born and
raised in Columbia, SC. She is a Eucharistic minister. She
loves and serves all her "families," including CSA and the
many others she encounters in her world travels.
Amy Ditolla is a Library Information Professional and Holly
Hill Branch Library Manager. She belongs to the Sodality,
volunteers as E-prayer coordinator and 8th grade religious
education teacher for her parish. Amy and her husband
Clyde are blessed to have their adult son and daughter
living with them.
Congratulations!
Peter LaHatte, is a self-employed insurance and financial
planner. He is the father of an adult son and daughter and
is active with parish RCIA, religious education, as well as
the Knights of Columbus.
Connie Mancari retired this past summer from her position
as Administrative Coordinator to the State Director of the
SC Department of Mental Health. She is a Eucharistic
Minister, member of the Legion of Mary and volunteer at
the Shepherd Center in Lexington, SC.

Sr. Mary Patricia Barrett, CSA
Sr. M. Cabrini Ferritto, CSA
Sr. M. Stephanie Kovach, CSA
Sr. Agnes McMahon, CSA
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In conjunction with the
Year of Consecrated Life,
The Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine
will have an

Open 3-[ouse
-

Sunday, June 14,2015
1:30-4:30 PM
at Mt. Augustine
5232 Broadview Road
Richfield, Ohio 44286
Stop by and meet the
Sisters of Charity of St. Augustine.
330-659-5100 for more information.

I am counting on you "to wake up the world," since the distinctive sign of consecrated
*• life is prophecy. . . Religious follow the Lord in a special prophetic way... a religious
nil', \\~ORI H! mus*; never abandon prophecy."
Pope f ranei/. 29 Dovember 2011

